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Agreement (PA) provides an overall target which limits global warming to “well below 2 °C 
industrial levels” and “pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre

industrial levels” (Art. 2 para. 1 PA). This contribution ass

–
–

—
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of the EU’s obligation to reduce its GHG emissions by 55 % by 2030 and the fact that the specific 

– –
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policy may not affect a Member State’s right to determine the conditions for exploiting its energy resources, its 

Member State’s choice between different energy sources and the general structure of its energy supply. 

interpretation of the EU’s competence limitation

interpreted in practice and how they are likely to influence the reach of the EU’s in the low
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Agreement’s temperature goals. As a result, the European Union and its Member States have adopted negative 

Given measures’ varying effects on the climate system as well as other goods and interests, new 
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Biodiversity Strategy’s Net Gain Approach

following “GBF”).  It aims to steer Biodiversity Governance, Policy and Laws towards a vision of living in 

in how far overall flexibility for the GBF’s implementation has been increased in the final version during th
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The last of us: preventing further deterioration of Europe’s remaining nature

deterioration clauses, the cumulative effects (‘death by a thousand cuts’), etc.   
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–

The precautionary principle (PP) has been “norm setting” in terms of defining the way 

“innovation principle” as a counterbalance for PP. Nonetheless, the IP lacks scientific basis since its origin in 
European Union’s politics is based on an open letter to EU ins
CEOs who together were investing more than €21 billion annually in innovation. At the same time, European 

ion of the Union’s policies. According to EU Commission, besides encouraging 

the ambiguity about IP’s relationship with 
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urgent environmental and climate realities by fostering the EU’s transformation to “a fair and prosperous 
efficient and competitive economy” by 2050. The fundamental transformation 

fundamental objective of climate neutrality. Τhe achievement of this central objective presupposes the 

preservation of the EU’s natural capital and the protection of the health and well

‘green finance and investment’, ‘greening of the national budgets’ as well as research, innovation and 

integration principle and the “do no harm” principle, which has been introduced in the EGD Communication, is 
examined (including its further determination as the “do no significant harm” principle in certain legisla
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–

The legally binding objective of climate neutrality by 2050 enshrined in the EU climate law constitutes the EU’s 

“commitment to tackling climate and environmental related challenges [as]…this generation’s defining task”. 

mobilizing the “collective ability to transform its economy and society to put it on a more sustainable path” via 
a “set of deeply transformative policies”.  In this vein, climate neutrality is placed at the epicenter of the EU’s 

stated that ‘public authorities, including the EU institutions, should lead 
by example and ensure that their procurement is green.’ Likewise, the Paris Agreement has acknowledged and 



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

13

EELF 2023 | Abstracts



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

14

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

–



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

15

EELF 2023 | Abstracts



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

16

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

Zero pollution for air and water is a ‘key deliverable’ for the European Green Deal. By 2050, the Green Deal and 

Groundwater Directive Proposal does not refer to WHO to establish ‘consistent levels of protection for 
s’. 

The presentation will question the notion of a reduced pollution to a level that is ‘no longer considered harmful 
to health and natural ecosystems’, one of the Green Deal’s objectives, in light of the standards published by 

– –



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

17

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

–

which together shall cover, by 2030, at least 20 % of the Union’s land and sea areas and, by 2050, all 
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Achieving the EU’s CO2 emissions targets under the Paris Agreement and the European Green Deal will mean 

overarching energy governance framework that supports the energy transition, via the treaty’s energy 

have obscured the ECT’s potential to support an energy transition at a local level.

that is in line with the EU’s climate goals 
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the European Commission can put the EU’s degraded ecosystems on a path to recovery.

The Commission’s pr

The Commission set an overarching target to restore 20% of EU’s land and sea area by 2030 and all ecosystems 

Member State,  (iii) no ‘one all’ concept and considered the strengths and weaknesses of proposed 
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–

–

–

–

intensive agrochemical monoculture production and “museum agriculture” there is a panoply of agricultural 
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Directive (ELD), stating that the Commission will ‘evaluate by 2023 the ELD’s fitness for purpose, including its 
related aspects, and revise if necessary’. Other components of the action plan are closely linked to 

stablished ‘a framework of environmental liability based on the “polluter pays” 
principle to prevent and remedy environmental damage’ at a reasonable cost to society.  
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2008 on the protection of the environment through criminal law (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Directive’). 

Directive contains the term “substantial damage to the quality of air, the quality of soil or the quality of water, 
or to animals or plants” to describe the impacts of the environmental crime offences. The proposed definition

to include the crime of ecocide) defines ecocide “unlawful or wanton acts committed with knowledge that 

being caused by those acts.” 

the following text: “…when an environmental criminal

including in cases comparable to ecocide.” The European Law Institute recently released a draft 
proposing a new EU directive  “on establishing minimum rules for the crime of ecocide”  which provides a 

nce address environmental crime, especially “substantial damage” to the 



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

25

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

package of initiatives under the European Green Deal: “By improving how Member 

climate crisis, environmental degradation, pollution and loss of nature”.
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The EU’s zero pollution target, and the recently proposed revisions to the Air Quality Framework Directive, aim 

of the CJEU in Ministre de la Transition écologique and Premier ministre (Responsabilité de l’État pour la 
pollution de l’air) (C
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nt. One of the key elements to reach that goal is the Commission’s 
Communication on an EU Action Plan: ‘Towards Zero Pollution for Air, Water and Soil’, released in May 2021. 

(Directive 2008/50, the ‘AAQD’). 

action plans, addressing questions such as ‘how much public participation suffices in times of emergency?’, and 
‘does the Aarhus Convention provide guidance in this respect?’. Thirdly, this contribution will take a more 
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e role of environmental defenders as ‘compliance watchdog’ in 

– as is the EU’s compliance with its international obligations, 

civil society as a ‘compliance watchdog’ in the democratic space to achieve the societal transition envisaged by 

–

– ms of harassment or ‘digital intimidation’ 

environmental issues and may remove them as ‘compliance watchdogs’ from t
‘compliance watchdogs’ are of great importance for the realisation of the Green Deal. The Aarhus Convention 
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In late 2019 the ‘European Green Deal’ (EGD) expressed the vision and plan for a paradigm shift that impacts 

f Europe’s dependence on (fossil fuel) 
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Anna Brzezińska Rawa¹; Justyna Goździewicz Biechońska²
University in Toruń, Poland; ² Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland

remains the ‘Achilles heel' of the EU policy process. The study aims to identify the main actors and processes 
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Commission’s new proposals on electricity market design and how it will play 

On 14 March 2023 the Commission published a proposal to improve EU’s electricity market design in the 

2019/943 (the “Electricity Regulation”), by including new rules to clarify and incentivize the role of long

n Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 (“European Climate Law”)? 

ation, Italy’s 

2030 set by Directive (UE) 2018/2001 (the “RED II Directive”), which the REPowerEU Plan wishes to increase to 

called power purchase agreements or “PPAs”. This type of 

way contracts for difference (or “CfD”), placing a m

are the high degree of regulatory uncertainty and the buyers’ difficulties to find credit guarantees in the long 

really exploit the Commission’s proposal, Italy need
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– –

enjoy a level of permanence, while the nature’s right of non
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regulations. The Society of Ecological Restoration (hereinafter, SER) defines “ecological restoration” as one of 
the activities that can be implemented to support the recovery of ecosystems and they can “be conceived of as 
a continuum”. This analysis wants to cross SER definitions of “restorative activities” (in all of their shades and 
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measures for at least 20% of the EU’s land and sea area by 2030, and al
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2011). The legal translation of this economic principle is represented by the “polluter pays” principle. 
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The reason for the annulation was that no ‘appropriate assessment’  according to article 6(3) of the Habitats 
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The world’s population is expected to 
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; Kateřina Mitkidis

–

– also known as ‘forever chemicals’ –
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–
and environmental sector and consumers have realized that the construction sector’s footprint is far too large. 

methodology and results of a ‘systematic legislation review’ that we conducted with the use of the main legal 

France). Within this systematic review, we aimed to find legislation that explicitly mentions the term ‘circular 
economy’ and link to the built environment. This systematic review provides insights into t

After presenting this systematic legislation review and its results, we’ll continue this paper with a discussion on 

We argue that these 3 P’s (procurement, product and process) are equally important to 
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The EU’s transition towards a circular economy (CE) is one of the main building blocks of the EU Green Deal and 

–

with regard to aligning EU chemicals, product and waste legislation with the EU’s CE objectives will be 

are taking place following the EU’s ambition to ac
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Ecodesign as an instantiation ot the extended producer’s responsibility 

environmental duties of producers. This paper argues that in fact this is a mere extension of the producer’s 

from a fundamental rights’ point of view, as restrictions on fundamental rights such as the freedom to conduct 

a review of products and processes’ designs. It is therefore necessary to strengthen the legal grounds for such 

t led to the recognition of the producer’s 

Extended producer responsibility (“EPR”) might be considered as a mere instantiation of the polluter

consumer stage of a product’s life cycle. However, the 

We therefore conclude that the extension of the producer’s responsibility from the producing phase to, firstly, 
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“Nurdles are everywhere: how plastic pellets ravaged a Sri Lankan paradise” (the Guardian, 2022), “Nurdle 
turns Spanish beach into 'plastic soup'”(France 24, 2023) and “Wave of plastic pellets washed ashore 

in France an 'irreversible' problem, says activist” (CBC, 2023) have in common an unsolved environmental 

final “Proposal for a regulation of the european parliament and of the council on packaging and packaging 
ve (EU) 2019/904, and repealing Directive 94/62/EC”, 
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As the largest economy (about one third of the ASEAN’s GDP) and the country with the largest population (270 

(€25.2 billion in 2020), in particular with respect to the exploitation of natural resources. To attract foreign 

the two amounted to €20.6 billion in 2020, with EU exports worth €7.2 billion and imports worth €13.3 billion. 
The EU was thus Indonesia’s 5th largest trading partner while Indonesia was the Union’s 31st. Whereas the 

Indonesia ruling that Indonesia’s export ban and domestic processing requirement on nickel ore violates Article 

—

ge of its position as the world’s largest trading bloc in two ways. On the one hand, it 

Building on the author’s international collaborations, notably in Southeast Asian countries, the contribution will 



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

46

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

— the ‘Fit for 55’ package of the EU included the measures to update the EU ETS;  a new 'ministerial 
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Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)  and the Developing China’s 

–

would the interaction between the EU’s CBAM and China’s ETS jointly provide legal, policy and geopolitical 

–

each other in the discourse of climate change. Especially in a polarized world, geopolitics’ likes and dislikes can 

a, and eventually suggest a ‘smart mix’ model for a global climate 
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The Commission’s proposal for a new regulation on nature restoration –
Restoration Law (‘NRL’) (European Commission 2022) – is the latest demonstration of the European Union’s 

–
–
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atlands by lowering the groundwater table. ‘Quantitative status’ is defined as the 
degree to which a groundwater body is affected by direct and indirect abstractions, while ‘good quantitative 
status’ means that the groundwater level is such that the availa

concerning the relationship between the WFD and the drainage of peatlands: is drainage a form of ‘abstraction’ 
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and abroad: The EU’s strategies for sustainable forest 
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River basin specific pollutants (RBSPs) are supposedly a key tool to fulfil the EU’s Water Framework Directive 

⁓
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ation of EU’s water related regulation. The main focus is on the EU 



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

55

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

goals and targets. Realizing the Green Deal requires that delivering certain strategies and plans’ goals and 
ring other strategies and plans’ goals and targets, it thus requires cross

s’ goals, 

els can underpin progress towards the EU Green Deal’s goals and targets 
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The European Green Deal has been presented by the EU Commission as ‘Europe’s man on the moon moment’, 

‘Cinderella’ of the climate change discourse for years, it is no longer a mere victim of climate change but a 

Affairs: ‘to be truly green, we must also think blue’. The ‘blue’ dimension of the European Green Deal aims at 

–
–

– –
food, transportation, and marine biodiversity conservation, in order to determine the ‘added value’ of the 

– – – –
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ion 3. titled The EU as a global leader the EGD states: ‘As the world’s largest single market, 
the EU can set standards that apply across global value chains.’ Here the EU takes on the responsibility to 

in a product’s lifecycle. The EU exerts efforts to help decarbonize GVCs and thus to ensure that GHG emissions 

This contribution reviews the EU’s regulatory tools to decarbonize GVCs and focuses on the recent legal 

ls, we focus on the EU’s proposal of 

stainability Reporting Directive in the context of GVCs’ decarbonization. Product labelling follows, 

relied on as a central tool for the CSDDD’s implementation. We conclude with an evaluation of the tools and 
identification of gaps and problems in the regulatory web that the EU should focus their GVCs’ decarbonization 
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sition plan as a means of ensuring the alignment of company’s 

’s greenhouse gas emissions. Companies need to focus on their long
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don’t include any explicit integration between the internal authorization procedures and
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The research project mainly relates to the themes “Climate Governance and EGD energy policy –
the energy crisis” and “Biodiversity, nature conservation and agriculture”. The European legal framework is 
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– –

called EU’s climate
options of designing the regional governance regime by analysing the Energy Community Contracting Parties’ 

The first part of the paper will be initiated by taking a stock of the EU’s external energy policy tools and 

‘network governance’), partnership frameworks (‘soft’ governance with flexible structures and task
making arrangements as opposed to “hard” rules
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Polluters by Proxy: International Corporations and Foreign States’ Roles in 

heavily on preserving existing ecosystems in particular countries due to their territories’ system critical biomes. 

understand the historical processes shaping the country’s current policies, and what endogenous and 
exogenous actors have influenced it. Brazil’s colonial heritage plays a key role in comprehending the underlying 

the connections with these drivers’ original countries are interrupted. There are many examples in Brazil 
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speculation. This approach is critically being referred to as ‘land grabbing’, as local land users often face 
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–

–
–

with more than 50 % of the EU’s biodiversity footprint caused abroad, the EU aims at implementing the 

from clear which measures are ‘inducing forest degradation’ and which ‘impacts on biological diversity’ are 
‘adverse’.



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

70

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

llution causes an “insect genocide”, subsequently affecting other species which depend on insects as a food 
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carnivore conservation. Using the illustrative case study of 2023, Sweden’s biggest 
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Sustainable Forest Use and Protection under the Revised EU’s Renewable 
–
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–

Bioenergy is believed to have a role in meeting the international and European Union’s (EU) climate targets as 

itself on the cusp of two of the Conference’s overarching themes: “climate Governance and EGD energy policy 
– in the face of the energy crisis” and “biodiversity, nature conservation and agriculture”. Moreover, due to the 

theme “Green industry & circular economy”
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achieving the EU’s climate neutrality target enshrined in the European Climate Law   while ‘ensuring that no 
one is left behind’.  Against this background, this paper explores inequalities, environmental justice and t



Book of Abstracts

https://www.eelf2023.de

75

EELF 2023 | Abstracts

‘Just transition’ as a new overarching law concept in the climate change 

economy, having the value of ‘justice’ at its heart. It requires that the design and implementation of climate 

the ‘justice’ of the whole process. 

in other disciplines of social sciences, and on the concept’s appearance in international climate law instruments 

current attitude built on ‘climate protection’, which may appear less appropriate. It increasingly seems that the 

notion of ‘climate protection’ may be too narrow to capture the 
complex nature of the necessary transformation. The ‘just transition’ could prove to be a more suitable 

demands of the ‘climate protection’ viewpoint.
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The European Green Deal (EGD) seeks to ‘transform the EU’s economy’ and make Europe the first climate

activities altogether. On the contrary, it encourages what could be labelled as ‘green’ 
–

State of the European Union address: ‘without secure and sustainable access to the necessary raw materials, 
our ambition to become the first climate neutral continent is at risk’.  Recent scholarly 

free infrastructure poses ‘irreversible risks’ to lands used by the indigenous Sami 
e recently, in January 2023, ‘Europe’s largest 

deposit of rare earth minerals’  was found in the Kiruna area –
reported to face ‘an existential threat from the mining activities billed as a pivotal shift towards the EU’s green 
transition’.  Plans to extract lithium, another critical mineral, caused a riot in Serbia;  and similar stories of local 

minerals, which is said to risk ‘accele
importing Europe’s carbon emissions’ in Africa.  In this paper, a conceptual framework is provided to better 
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–

Finally, the study assess how EU’s new CRMs Act (2023) aims to address the mismatch between EU CRM
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–

sector within the EU’s climate law framework in 2018 was a major step forward in 
establishing a holistic climate policy for Europe. Today, the land use, land use change and forestry (‘LULUCF’) 

EU’s carbon sinks to levels above 300 million tonnes of CO2, equivalent by 2030. These removals are to be

forests in the EU’s transition to climate neutrality. However, there are also clear challenges t


